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Outline

= Urban labour market in zero-Covid era
= Job losses

= [Income reductions

= Responses to job losses
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Source: National Statistical Bureau of China, Monthly Urban Household Survey.
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Source: National Statistical Bureau of China, Monthly Urban Household Survey.



grants in urban China

Urban labour market (2021)

Migrants Local residents

Natives

Migrants Locals
(35%) (65%)

0000000000000
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Migrants in urban China

Hukou
system

Unequal access
to certain valuable
resources in the
place of residence

Resource 1
Certain jobs in public sector

Resource 2
Services and benefits
essential to settle down

Resource 3

~Job & Income

Public funds

vulnerability
Spilt Job
household vulnerability

Reliance

— > Responses
on work
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Data

= 2022 China-CGHS

— Centre for Urban Future
Research at PKU
— Stratified multi-stage
> 32 cities
> 25 thousand hhs

—Info on the impact of
COVID-19
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Job losses

Hukou
system

Unequal access
to certain valuable
resources in the
place of residence

Resource 1
Certain jobs in public sector

Resource 2
Services and benefits
essential to settle down

Resource 3
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Income losses
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Income losses

Self-employed
Domestic private enterpri ses
Foreign enterprises

Collective enterprise

Public sector Social organisations
State owned/holding enterprises
Grassroots & autonomous organisations
Public institutions

Government and party agencies

Income losses Migrants

_____________________________________________ ] 33% — | " .

Income losses in Mierants' share ;
0% total job retainers 50% 0% ‘Tﬂigﬁlﬂlhsr:taairneeg 50%



Income losses

Hukou
system

Unequal access
to certain valuable
resources in the
place of residence

Resource 1
Certain jobs in public sector

Resource 2
Services and benefits
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Resource 3
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Responses to job losses
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Take-home messages

= Over 50% of urban labour force in China was affected
— Although the impact was manifested primarily as minor income decline

= Circular nature of migration + synchronisation of family re-union and
travel restrictions = Job losses (policy temporalities)

= Underrepresentation in more resilient sectors = Income losses
(dual labour market)

= Heavy reliance on work income / limited saving > Compelled to find
a job asap - Working poverty?

= Multiplicity of vulnerabilities in economic downturns!
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